CITY OF THOMPSON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
August 3, 2015

 	The regular meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held August 3, 2015  at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Hippen and Council members Berthold, Sporbert, Parton and Wilson were present.  City Administrator, City Auditor, Public Works, Plant Services Technician, Police Officer, and City Engineer were all present.

	 The Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting of  July 6, 2015 with a motion from Council member Berthold.  Council member Wilson seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

	The Council approved the financial reports with a motion from Council member Parton.  Council member Sporbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  	
	The Council approved the payment of bills totaling $71,162.49 with a motion by Council member Berthold.  Council member Parton seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   
	Next regular meeting will be held on Monday,  September 14, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.. 

	“Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e., alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor, Thompson City Office, Post Office Box 266, Thompson, ND  Phone: (701) 599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to meeting.”    

 	Mayor Hippen read the City Engineer's recommendation regarding the width of driveways.  The maximum driveway width is not to exceed 32 feet in areas where open ditches apply for drainage, or 38 ft. in a curb and gutter district.  The length of the actual culvert will be determined by calculating proposed width of actual driveway surface and adding required amount of culvert to obtain a 3:1 slope on sides of driveway to ditch bottom.  These widths will be calculated on a case by case basis due to the depth of ditches varying throughout the city.  The City Attorney will write the resolution, adding it to the Building Code Ordinance.

	The Woodland Estates Developers inquired if the City would pay half the cost of graveling 8th Street, within the city limits, if the township paid the other half.  Council member Berthold made a motion to approve paying half of the cost of gravel up to a max of $2,500.00, if the township pays the other half.  Council member Parton seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Gary Welsh will talk to the township board.  He will inform the Council of the associated costs.

	Gary Welsh asked if the city would mow the east/west ditch section of 8th street.  Public Works Director was instructed to do so.  Mayor Hippen requested the City Engineer ask the Watershed Board if they would mow twice a year.

	There has been an incident at Southbrook Park in which the Park Board is considering closing the park after dark, installing no trespassing signs, increasing patrolling, and implementing possible fines.  The Park Board will keep the Council, and Officer Osvold abreast of any decisions.

	The ditch on the south side of Highway 15 is being cleaned and the 8th street ditch work will soon be started.
	
	Officer Osvold presented the possible changes for the Resolution for ATV/Golf Carts/Helmets.  The City Attorney will review the wording of the resolution and have it ready for a future meeting.

	City Engineer Pribula has been in contact with Knife River weekly.  They have pushed back the starting date.  Knife River is not in violation of the deadline date yet.

	Jeremy reported that Xcel won't do any design planning on 7th Street North or 7th Avenue until the curb line is in.

	City Engineer Pribula recommended that the truck weights on city streets should be a maximum of 5 yards for concrete, 8 yards for black dirt, and on a minimum of 3 axles.  The Council agreed with the recommendation.  The City Administrator will look into including these guidelines into a resolution.

	Officer Osvold had two quotes for a new police vehicle from Hatton Ford and Nelson Auto Center with the state bid.  The choices being between a 2016 Ford Explorer and a 2016 Ford Expedition between $40,000.00 - $41,000.00.  The existing police vehicle a 2007 Ford Expedition would have an approximate trade in value of $6,500.00.

	Mayor Hippen stated that the recycling container at the dump site has been abused with household garbage 50% of the time.  Because of the added cost to the city, the Mayor and Council decided to remove that service.  The card board container will remain.	

	Mayor Hippen is looking into a light system for the flag.  Council member Berthold had a suggestion for a solar light system which will be looked into and possibly purchased to replace the old cracked flag pole.
.  
	Mayor Hippen presented a form that is required to be completed by anyone requesting to be added to the agenda of any future meeting.

	Walt Majkrzak asked if the City would support the removal of the rocks on the back slope of the ditch in his neighbor's yard.  The Mayor stated that the City cannot dictate landscaping choices, but would have the engineer ensure the rocks are not impeding drainage.

	Council member Sporbert made a motion to adjourn.  Council member Wilson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  



__________________________________			_______________________________________ 
Auditor - Barb Robinson					Mayor - Karyn Hippen 





     
