CITY OF THOMPSON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
THOMPSON COMMUNITY CENTER
AUGUST 3, 2020

	The regular meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held August 3, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  Council Members Larimer, Majkrzak, Hughes, Fretheim, City Auditor, City Administrator, City Engineer, COP, Public Works and Plant Services were present.  Mayor Sporbert was absent.
	
Council member Majkrzak motioned to approve the minutes from the July 6, 2020 Regular Meeting.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Council member Hughes motioned to approve the Financial Reports. Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Council member Hughes motioned to approve the payment of bills totaling $56,242.31.  Council member Majkrzak seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Council President Larimer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  He confirmed the next regular meeting will be held Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  “Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e. alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor at PO Box 266, Thompson ND 58278, or by phone at 701-599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to the meeting.” 

Council President Larimer presented the letter of resignation from Mayor Sporbert.  It  states, “It is with deep regret I must hereby tender my resignation as Mayor of the City of Thompson, ND effective immediately.  Due to my current medical condition I am unable to give the attention that the city deserves to matters arising.”  The City Council accepted the resignation. 

City Engineer Melissa Knutson reported that we have not received a Final Plat Application with supporting documentation for the Johnson’s Second Addition.  There has been some communication, but nothing to report at this time.

City Engineer Knutson continued with the request from Jim and Barb Jacobs to install a fence on their property located at 324 Pacific Ave.  Her recommendation is as follows:

1. Make sure all utilities are outside the fence.
1. Make sure no utility easements preclude or otherwise restrict the proposed construction (for example, some utility easements allow access and maintenance within a designated distance from the utility location).
1. Make sure that if the fence is allowed on City property that there is acknowledgement that the City is not responsible for construction, maintenance, hazard, etc., and that if the City needs reasonable access that it will be accommodated without liability for the fence and other items on City property.

Council member Fretheim motioned to approve the project as long as proof of the above items are completed and submitted to City Engineer Knutson.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried. 

Mr. Justin Bergeron, as a property owner on Pacific Avenue, inquired as to whether or not there are any current plans to pave the street.  There are no plans at this time.  Engineer Knutson informed the council that a good first step would be to have a Geotech Study conducted to determine the scope of such a project.  Unless there is a significant change in the traffic patterns of that street, the study would be useful for many years.  Having the study on hand would be helpful should any grant programs become available.  Rough cost of such a study is $5000/4 blocks.

Mr. Ben Hippen submitted a proposal to rename a street after a long-time fire department volunteer.  While officially renaming a street would pose financial and logistical issues, a possible “honorary naming” might be possible.  The City Administrator will contact Mr. Hippen to further discuss options.

Council member Hughes motioned to approve the Preliminary Budget as presented, with the clarification that 100% of the Sales Tax Revenue being placed in an Infrastructure/Equipment Fund.  Council member Majkrzak seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Council member Hughes motioned to set the Public Budget hearing date for September 8, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  Council member Majkrzak seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Because the new software allows for better recording options, Council member Fretheim motion to close all unnecessary bank accounts and move the funds into the General Fund Checking.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Council member Majkrzak motioned to approve the Second Reading of Resolution 3.0212 Snow and Ice Removal, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

The Police Monthly Report was presented.  Council member Hughes mentioned there is excessive speeding along Hwy 15 when the officer isn’t on duty.  The COP will look into alternative option to help slow people down.  Due to recent events, Council member Majkrzak asked if the residents are informed of predators.  Chief Kurtz confirmed that any registered sexual offender is required to register with the police department.

The Public Works Monthly Report was presented.  Council member Hughes asked if there are any current regulations for in-ground pools.  There are not.  The Public Works Director was asked to contact Grand Forks to see what parameters they have set.  The city may look at adopting the same guidelines.  Director Aasen reported that he has contacted Xcel Energy about installing a street light closer to Northdale Oil.  They are turning it over to their design person.  

Council member Hughes motioned to approve the first reading of Resolution 13.0301 Prohibited Dogs and Cats, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
Council President Larimer opened the Mayoral position up to the remaining City Council members.  Hearing none, Dean Larimer accepted the position.  This opens a city council seat.  Anyone interested should submit a written request to be considered before August 24, 2020.
Mayor Larimer discussed that he would like to implement some type of recognition to those that have served.  Whether it is a “years of service” plaque, or another type of item.  He also informed the council that he would like each member to select a department to help with the evaluations/managing of the staff.
Council member Fretheim motioned to adjourn.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.	

_________________________________		___________________________________
Barb Robinson, Auditor				Dean Larimer, Mayor
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