CITY OF THOMPSON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
THOMPSON COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 PM
DECEMBER 2, 2019

	The regular meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held December 2, 2019 at 7:00 PM.  Mayor Sporbert, Council members Larimer, Majkrzak, Hughes, Fretheim, City Auditor, City Administrator, City Engineer, Chief of Police, Public Works and Plant Services were present.
	
Council member Hughes motioned to approve the minutes from the Special Meeting and the Regular Council Meeting of November 4, 2019, with the amendment of the Regular Meeting Minutes that the city is not in favor of having one acre lots with septic.  Council member Larimer seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Council member Fretheim motioned to approve the Financial Reports. Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Council member Hughes motioned to approve the payment of bills totaling $64,269.60.  Council member Larimer seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Mayor Sporbert confirmed the next regular meeting will be held Monday, January 6, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  “Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e. alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor at PO Box 266, Thompson ND 58278, or by phone at 701-599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to the meeting.”
	
	Mayor Sporbert appointed Kiel Rasmusson, Bridget Pearson, Delayne Wojciechowski to the Home Rule Commission.  Members Sara Munson and Rick Herland will be appointed at a later date.  Mayor Sporbert indicated that this commission will be on the forefront of drafting a Home Rule Charter for the city.  The Charter will be placed on the 2020 city election ballot.	

Mayor Sporbert introduced Stacy Schumacher of Garon Construction.  She presented concerns regarding the subdivision and building permit process.  Mayor Sporbert responded that it has not been easy to say no to their various requests.  The delays are not coming from the city, but from the property owner/developer.  Council member Fretheim mentioned utility easement issues already coming to light due to a previous single-lot development.  Council member Larimer indicated he wishes to take into consideration the opinion of the professionals hired to aide in the process of subdivision development.  He is not willing to favor one dwelling over the wellbeing of the entire city.  Ms. Schumacher requested a face to face working meeting with the City Engineer, City Attorney, Developer’s Engineer, and any/all city representatives.  Mayor Sporbert approved the idea.  The City Administrator will aide in coordinating such meeting.

	Rachel Gornowicz, Countrywide Sanitation, reported the economics of recycling are in really tough shape.  She explained the process they use for processing recycled products.  Countrywide has been absorbing a substantial loss with the recycling program.  An interim solution would be to implement a “recycling off-set fee”.  As the market turns around, Countrywide would reduce or remove the off-set fee from their bill.  Mayor Sporbert requested a copy of the costs associated with recycling vs. eliminating recycling and increased garbage output.  Ms. Gornowicz said she would submit those numbers.  Council member Fretheim motioned to implement a $0.89 recycling offset fee on January 1, 2020.  The item will be listed separately on the city utility bill.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye. The motion carried.

	Council member Fretheim motioned to approve the second reading of Resolution 17.0209 Conditionally Permitted Uses, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Majkrzak seconded the motion. All said aye.  The motion carried.

	Council member Hughes motioned to approve the second reading of Resolution 17.0307 Commercial District, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion. All said aye.  The motion carried.

	Council member Larimer motioned to approve the second reading of Resolution 17.0206 Non-Conforming Uses, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion. All said aye.  The motion carried.

	Council member Hughes motioned to approve the first reading of Resolution/Division 10 Tobacco/Vaping Related Offenses, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Majkrzak seconded the motion. All said aye.  The motion carried.

	Council member Fretheim motioned to approve the first reading of Resolution Disaster and Emergency, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Larimer seconded the motion. All said aye.  The motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Council Member Hughes motioned to approve December 15, 2019 as the Christmas Light Contest date, as well as the prizes $100 – 1st, $75 – 2nd, and $50 – 3rd.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

	The Police Monthly Report was presented.  There was no discussion.

	The Public Works Monthly Report was presented.  There was no discussion.

	Mayor Sporbert asked the council to think about entertaining the idea of purchasing laptops for the council.  He will place the item on the agenda for the January meeting. 

	Council member Larimer motioned to approve the salary raises for all employees as recommended by Mayor Sporbert.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

	Council member Larimer motioned to adjourn.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	

_________________________________		___________________________________
Barb Robinson, Auditor				Desi Sporbert, Mayor
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