CITY OF THOMPSON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
THOMPSON COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 PM
March 2, 2020

	The regular meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held March 2, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  Mayor Sporbert, Council members Larimer, Majkrzak, Hughes, Fretheim, City Auditor, City Administrator, Public Works and Plant Services were present.  Chief of Police was absent.
	
Council member Larimer motioned to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of February 3, 202 and the Special Meeting of February 11, 2020.  Council member Majkrzak seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Council member Hughes motioned to approve the Financial Reports. Council member Larimer seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Council member Majkrzak motioned to approve the payment of bills totaling $141,393.31.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Mayor Sporbert confirmed the next regular meeting will be held Monday, April 6, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  “Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e. alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor at PO Box 266, Thompson ND 58278, or by phone at 701-599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to the meeting.”
	
	Home Rule Charter Commission Chairman Rick Herland formally presented the Home Rule Charter document to the City Council.  Council member Fretheim motioned to place the Home Rule Charter on the ballot at the next general election.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

	Council member Fretheim motioned to approve the first reading of Resolution 1.0901, Sales, Use, and Gross Receipts Tax as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Larimer seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.  The second reading and adoption of the ordinance will not take place unless the item is voted in favor of during the general election.

	Mayor Sporbert reported that the city has interviewed a potential new accountant to perform the annual audit and aid with any other accounting items in which they may need assistance.  Harold Rotunda is a CPA that works with several cities similar to Thompson, and comes with positive reviews from those cities.  Mayor Sporbert will appoint Mr. Rotunda in the near future.

	The Snow and Ice Removal ordinance discussion was tabled.

	Mayor Sporbert introduced Sergeant Aaron Davidson from the Grand Forks County Sheriff’s Office.   Sergeant Davidson explained that deputies have been assigned to cities throughout the county.  They are to attend the city council meetings and act as a liaison between the city and the sheriff’s department.  Sergeant Davidson indicated that one thing the Sheriff’s Department would like to see is that if a resident sees any suspicious activity, they report it at the time of the occurrence.  Waiting until the next day makes it very difficult for them to address the situation.

	Council member Fretheim motioned to approve the second reading of Resolution 18.0302 Tentative Approval, as is on file in the Auditor’s office.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

	The Public Works Monthly Report was presented.  There was no discussion.

	The Police Monthly Report was presented.  There was no discussion.

	The Building Permit and Inspection Fee discussion was tabled for more information.  Public Works Director/Building Inspector is to gather the information for presentation at the April 6, 2020 regular council meeting.  The council did agree however, that the Other Inspection and Fees should be set to “actual cost” rather than a dollar per hour rate.  The resolution will not be drafted for that change until the building permit costs are discussed. 

Council member Hughes motioned to approve the Agreement to Indemnify, Defend and Hold Harmless document as drafted by the City Attorney.  The Agreement is to be signed by the interested parties and returned within 14 business days.  The agreement is necessary because a building permit is being requested prior to the final plat approval.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Council member Larimer motion to approve the issuance of the building permit for Mr. Johnson provided all items identified in the City Engineer’s letter have been met, and the Indemnification Agreement has been signed.  All items must be submitted to the Engineer’s satisfaction within 14 business days.  If not, the permit will be pulled, and all work must cease.  Both Mr. Lowry and Stacy Schumacher, Garon Construction, agreed to these terms.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Council member Larimer motioned to accept the City Engineer’s draft comment letter regarding the Preliminary Plat submittal for Johnson’s Second Addition.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Council member Larimer motioned to conditionally approve the Preliminary Plat contingent on the items contained in the Engineer’s official comment letter.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

	Council member Larimer motioned to adjourn.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	

_________________________________		___________________________________
Barb Robinson, Auditor				Desi Sporbert, Mayor
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