CITY OF THOMPSON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
July 13, 2015

 	The regular meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held July 13, 2015  at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Hippen and Council members Berthold, Sporbert, Parton and Wilson were present.  City Administrator, City Auditor, Public Works, Plant Services Technician, and City Engineer were all present.

	 The Council approved the Minutes of the regular meeting of  June 1, 2015 with a motion from Council member Berthold.  Council member Wilson seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

	The Council approved the financial reports with a motion from Council member Parton.  Council member Sporbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  	
	The Council approved the payment of bills totaling $37,669.18 with a motion by Council member Berthold.  Council member Parton seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   
	Next regular meeting will be held on Monday,  August 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.. 

	“Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e., alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor, Thompson City Office, Post Office Box 266, Thompson, ND  Phone: (701) 599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to meeting.”    

	Council member Berthold made a motion to accept the 2014 audit as presented by Drees, Riskey & Vallager, LTD.  Council member Wilson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

	Mary Bergstrom expressed concerns regarding the mowing of  the drainage ditch.  The council expressed that it is a County Watershed Board project, and what the city has done has been a courtesy.

	Council member Berthold made a motion to grant a variance to Cal Ihry for constructing a retaining wall within the city easement.  Should anything need to be worked on, it would be removed at the homeowner's expense.  Council member Wilson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

	Council member Berthold made a motion to authorize Police Officer Jeff Osvold to have a city visa card up to $2,500.00 from the First State Bank.  Council member Parton seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

	Police Officer Jeff Osvold presented updates on the department as follows:

		a.	The computer system is being upgraded so that all of his reports will now be 			     		submitted on-line vs. hard copy.  He has the car updated as much as possible.
		b.	Court bond process needed to be updated.  The money needed to be handled by 		     			someone other than the police officer.  The City Auditor has agreed to handle the funds 				and attend court.
		c.	Clarification of the chain of command and authority process.  The Mayor is the 		     			first point of contact.  If the Mayor is not available, the next in command is Council 				President.
		d.	Officer Osvold will use the League of Cities or Attorney General when 				     		possible before contacting the City Attorney.
		e.	Officer Osvold was asked to look into the cost of a new police vehicle prior 			     		budget time.
		

	It was suggested to get a resolution to correct the  ordinance regarding ATV/Golf 	carts/Helmets.

	Any resident that will be absent from the home for more than 60 days has the option to cancel their garbage.  Thus eliminating the charge on their utility bill.  A written notice must be given to the City Auditor 30 days prior to departure.  A form is available at city hall.

	There was some discussion regarding upgrading the Community Center bathrooms and kitchen.  Plant Services Technician was asked to obtain some ideas, and figures related to the upgrades prior to the final budget approval.

	Council member Berthold made a motion to approve a 5 year lease with Laser Systems for a new printer/copier.  Council member Sporbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

	City Engineer recommended to allow Wayne Mager to build within 11 feet of the north property line.  Council member Parton made a motion to approve the variance based on the city engineer's recommendation.  Council member Berthold seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

	The North ditch along with Highway 15 will be staked the week of July 20, 2015.

	The seal coats for all paved streets has been tabled until next year.  City Engineer recommended requesting bids early next year.

	The Street Paving Project 2015-1 starting date has been moved into August.

	Jeremy spoke with Xcel requesting a plan for street lighting for 7th Street North and 7th Avenue.

	Mayor Hippen asked for a motion to approve the two following resolutions:

RESOLUTION

	BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Thompson, State of North Dakota, that Article 2 of Chapter 14 of the Ordinances of the City of Thompson be revised by amending Section 14.0201 as follows:

14.0201  Application for

	Application for sewer service shall be filed with the City Auditor upon a form to be supplied by the City.  The application shall state the name of the applicant and the premises to be served.  All applications shall be accompanied by a fee payable to the City for a connection charge to be determined as set forth in Section 14.0202 hereinbelow.

RESOLUTION

	BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Thompson, State of North Dakota, that Article 3 of Chapter 17 of the Ordinances of the City of Thompson be revised by amending Section 17.0306(4) as follows:

17.0306  Accessory uses in Residential Districts

	The following accessory uses and buildings are permitted in residential districts:

	1.	Offices of professional persons and home occupations when such use does
		not exceed one-third (1/3) of the main floor space of the dwelling, and is 						conducted in the principal building and not in an accessory building, and 
		does not employ any persons not residing on the premises.

	2.	Private garages.

	3.	Any other accessory use customarily incident to a use authorized in a 
		residential district.

	4.	Any unattached garage or other accessory building must be located not
		closer than five (5) feet from the back property line, alley or easement line
		 and five (5) feet from the side lot line, measured from the vertical wall of 
		the building to the side lot line.

	Council member Sporbert made a motion to accept the two amendments: Article 2 of Chapter 14 Section 14.0201 and Article 3 of Chapter 17 Section 17.0306.  Council member Parton seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

	Installation of the fencing for the lift stations is scheduled for this fall.

	The curb clean up from S & T to the Catholic Church is done and the extra dirt on top of the curb will be taken care of when they do the ditch cleaning along Highway 15.

	It was decided that the most cost effective solution for the washout of the drainage ditch on 4th street is rock.

	The City Engineer was asked to revisit the truck weight ordinance.
	
	Council member Wilson made a motion to adjourn.  Council member Berthold seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 
_____________________________________		______________________________________ 
Auditor - Barb Robinson					Mayor - Karyn Hippen  




     
