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CITY OF THOMPSON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
March 6, 2017



 	The regular meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held March 6, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.  Mayer Hippen and Council members Sporbert, Larimer were present.  Council member Wilson was present via skype.  Council member Hughes was absent.  City Administrator, City Auditor, Chief of Police, Public Works, and Plant Services Technician were all present.   

	 The Council approved the minutes of the February 6, 2017 regular meeting with a motion from Council member Wilson.  Council member Sporbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

	The Council approved the financial reports with a motion from Council member Sporbert.  Council member Wilson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  
	
	The Council approved the payment of bills totaling $47,863.98 with a motion by Council member  Wilson.  Council member Sporbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   

	Next regular meeting will be held on Monday,  April 3, 2017 at 7:15 p.m..  Tax Equalization Meeting will be held at 7:00 pm..

	“Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e., alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor, Thompson City Office, Post Office Box 266, Thompson, ND  Phone: (701) 599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to meeting.”  
 
	Brandon Baumbach, Grand Forks Region Economic Development Corporation, provided an update on their Regional Housing Study.

	The second reading of the Resolution correcting the Regular Meeting starting time of 7:00 p.m. was approved with a motion by Council member Larimer.  Council member Sporbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

	Pribula Engineering presented a preliminary engineering report regarding a possible lagoon project.  Pribula stated the State regulates much of the design elements for any lagoon project.  He further believes that there is enough sewage being produced that the current lagoon is unable to operate effectively.

	Council member Sporbert asked what the affect would be on the lagoon should the developers decide to start a new development.  Pribula estimated that a handful of homes would not shut it down, but there needs to be a plan in place before the situation gets out of control.

	Council member Sporbert asked if sump pumps being directly run into the sanitary sewer has a dramatic impact on the water capacity of the lagoon.  Pribula indicated he didn't think that was the major issue.  However he recommended the city educate the residents that they cannot be pumping the sump water in the sanitary sewer.

	Pribula recommended that if a project were approved, the city should purchase additional land to have a buffer around the lagoon itself.

	Pribula also recommends hiring a company to test the soil around the lagoon to determine whether or not a liner would be needed.

	Council member Sporbert asked what Pribula's experience has been with lagoons.  Jerry has worked with a few, and has designed water treatment plants.  Nick has worked in Fargo, Moorhead, Horace, and Harwood, and has experience with lagoon/sewer main projects.  They are both registered in MN and ND as civil engineers.

	Council member Wilson made a motion to have Pribula Engineering order the soil boring testing.  Council member Sporbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Pribula is also directed to start discussions with the neighboring lagoon landowner. 
	
	The policy of Council Member Attendance was tabled until the next meeting.

	Council member Sporbert made a motion to approve the City Cell Phone Policy.  Council member Wilson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Copies are to be made, signed, and placed in personnel files.

	The City Administrator was asked to amend the current fireworks ordinance to reflect that fireworks would be allowed December 31 at 6:00 p.m. through January 1 until 1 a.m..
  
 	Public Works monthly report was reviewed. Mayor Hippen asked Public Works to check on prices to gravel the allies.
	 
	Police monthly report was presented.  Officer Kurtz will be doing breathalyzer tests for the prom dance and post prom.  He received a donation from AAA regarding no drinking/driving.  He has t-shirts, bracelets, etc. to give the kids when they sign up.

	Council member Wilson discussed that he visited with the Grand Forks County Engineer regarding their shop that is located within city limits. City concerns are wear and tear on city streets, and EPA regulations on possible oil contamination.

	Council member Sporbert and the City Administrator plan on updating city ordinances as necessary.

	Council member Sporbert made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Larimer seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   		
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