CITY OF THOMPSON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
October 7, 2019

	The regular meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held October 7, 2019 at 7:15 PM.  Mayor Sporbert, Council members Larimer, Hughes, Majkrzak, Fretheim, City Auditor, City Administrator, City Engineer, Chief of Police, Public Works and Plant Services were present.
	
Council member Hughes motioned to approve the minutes from the regular council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Council member Majkrzak seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Council member Hughes motioned to approve the Financial Reports. Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Council member Fretheim motioned to approve the payment of bills totaling $86,417.41.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	
Mayor Sporbert confirmed the next regular meeting will be held Monday, November 4, 2019 at 7:00 PM.  “Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e. alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor at PO Box 266, Thompson ND 58278, or by phone at 701-599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to the meeting.”
	
	Mayor Sporbert opened the discussion regarding zoning on Pacific Ave.  Residents Ryan Cunningham and Sheila Swenson submitted formal requests for the record. Mayor Sporbert read a letter drafted by the city attorney in response to Mr. Cunningham’s requests.  Mayor Sporbert also indicated that the city will no longer entertain third party information.  Any further issues with regard to zoning ordinances must be submitted in writing, must outline the specific verbiage in question, list a reasonable, legal solution for the council to consider, and provide the contact information of the individual with the issue.  It was further indicated by both Council member Larimer and Council member Hughes that the intent of implementing a zoning map was in no way meant to hamper the sale of anyone’s property, or to hurt anyone in any way.  They are willing to make any necessary changes to ensure that is not the case.  However, it was noted that the city has no authority over the guidelines/requirements of lending agencies.  If sales are held up because of appraisal or lending issues, while the city sympathizes with the homeowner, unfortunately there isn’t anything they are able to do.

	The first reading of Resolution 17.0209 Conditionally Permitted Uses was tabled for further information.

	The first reading of Resolution 17.0307 Commercial District was tabled for further information.

	The first reading of Resolution 17.0203 Non-Conforming Uses was tabled for further information.

	The Police Monthly Report was presented.  There was no discussion.

	The Public Works Monthly Report was presented.  There was no discussion.

	Council member Fretheim reported that there was a duplication in the list of potential Home Rule Commission members.  In order to have sufficient time to gather the necessary number of members, Council member Hughes rescinded his motion from the September 3, 2019 meeting that a Home Rule Charter be framed and submitted to a vote of the people for adoption, and that the city council proceed to seek out person for appointment to the Home Rule Commission.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion to rescind.  All said aye.  The motion carried.  Home Rule discussion will resume at a later date.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	City Engineer Melissa Knutson reported that there has been a request for a single lot subdivision adjacent to the Johnson Addition.  She stated that in order for the city to move forward with plat approval, and to issue a building permit, three items need to be clarified.  A clear utility path with supporting detail that it will function appropriately, access road/easement clarification, and proof that the lot would remain feasible as part of the entire Johnson Addition development.  That information has not been provided.

Lowry Engineering, on behalf of Mr. Johnson, previously requested that the city consider approving 1 acre lots with septic systems for the Johnson Addition.  Given the fact that Grand Forks County requires 2.5 acres for septic systems, and that the city has been told by multiple professionals that septic systems on 1 acre lots are not a practical option in this area, the city is reluctant to approve.  Lowry offered to perform soil testing to determine if there is a possibility of 1 acre lots working.  The city has asked City Engineer Knudson to clarify the criteria that will be used in the testing to ensure she is comfortable with the results, or whether it is worth investing in the tests at all.  She has scheduled a meeting with Jon Lowry, Lowry Engineering to further discuss the situation.  The City Engineer will report her findings to the Mayor/Council.

	Mayor Sporbert expressed interest in having a special meeting for both the Zoning or Johnson Addition topics.  The meetings would be called if/when new and required information has been obtained.

	Mayor Sporbert recognized Mr. Justin Bergeron.  Mr. Bergeron has purchased the property at 320 Pacific Ave.  He indicated that current zoning did not hold up his purchase in any way.  He views this as an opportunity and looks forward to working with the city as he continues to further improve the property.

	Council member Larimer motioned to adjourn.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
	

_________________________________		___________________________________
Barb Robinson, Auditor				Desi Sporbert, Mayor
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