CITY OF THOMPSON
PUBLIC HEARING
THOMPSON COMMUNITY CENTER
February 20, 2020

	The Public Hearing of the Home Rule Charter Commission, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND, was held February 20, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  Chairman Herland, Vice Chairwoman Munson, Commission members Pearson, Rasmuson, Riedemann, and Charter Secretary Herbert were present.  Commission member Wojciechowski was absent.

The next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on Monday, March 2nd, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  “Any individual requiring special accommodations (i.e., alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor, PO Box 266, Thompson, ND 58278.  Phone: (701) 599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to the meeting.”

Chairman Herland called the meeting to order.  He turned the meeting over to Attorney Steve Lies.  Mr. Lies discussed the various powers a Home Rule Charter would authorize and answered various questions from the public.  During discussions he indicated that the Charter could be thought of as the City’s Constitution.  It would enable governance to remain at the local level rather than relying strictly on state law.  State law covers a broader spectrum that may not work well for smaller cities.  It was noted that cities may not implement ordinances that contradict state laws as they relate to statewide concerns.  A Charter would give citizens the authority to initiate or refer ordinances.  Mr. Lies confirmed there were no further questions from the public.

Commission member Rasmuson motioned to approve the minutes from the January 30, 2020 meeting.  Council member Munson seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.

Commission member Munson motioned to adjourn the public hearing.  Commission member Pearson seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

_________________________________		___________________________________
Rick Herland, Commission Chair			Terri Herbert, Commission Secretary/
							City Administrator
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