CITY OF THOMPSON
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
THOMPSON COMMUNITY CENTER
NOVEMBER 4, 2019

	The special meeting of the City Council, City of Thompson, and County of Grand Forks, ND was held November 4, 2019 at 5:00 PM.  Mayor Sporbert, Council members Larimer, Majkrzak, Fretheim, Hughes (via speakerphone), City Engineer, City Administrator, and City Auditor were present.  Public Works, COP, and Plant Services were absent.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mayor Sporbert confirmed the next regular city council meeting will be held Monday, November 4, 2019 at 7:00 PM.  “Any Individual requiring special accommodations (i.e., alternative formatting of literature, an interpreter, or help in accessing the facility) should advise the City by contacting the City Auditor, Thompson City Office, Post Office Box 266, Thompson, ND Phone: (701) 599-2973.  Requests should be made seven (7) days prior to meeting.”

	Mayor Sporbert called the meeting to order and asked that individuals in attendance introduce themselves.  Those present included Kelsie and Nathan Carrier, Stacy Schumacher and Gary Welsh of Garon Construction, Ilene Lee, Terry Block, Scott Omlid,  Joe Whitesock, and Jon Lowry of Lowry Engineering.

	Mayor Sporbert turned the meeting over to City Engineer Melissa Knutson.  Engineer Knutson confirmed that all those in attendance had received a copy of the attorney opinion outlining the requirements necessary for the city to approve any forward movement with development.  She continued by giving a brief description as to what had previously transpired.  To date a preliminary plat and draft access agreement had been submitted.  The City Engineer determined that the documents were not sufficient.  To further clarify, the city had the City Attorney review the documents.  City Attorney Boettner confirmed that the requirements set forth by the City Engineer were not simply opinion, but legally necessary.  

	Mr. Scott Omlid informed the council that his father initially purchased the property he currently owns.  He is looking for a copy of the easement agreement that would indicate his legal right to access his property using the existing road.  Further, he believes any changes in that area would have more negative impact to his property than positive, and is not interested in development.

	Mr. Lowry explained the City Attorney was very clear on the outline of how to proceed, and they are addressing each of the items.  Given Mr. Omlid’s resistance to development, Mr. Lowry indicated, and Engineer Knutson confirmed, that new plat documents were submitted the morning of November 4, 2019.  Those documents no longer include easement on Mr. Omlid’s property.  Mr. Lowry further explained that the Omlid’s do not currently have legal access through the private road in question, and the intention is not provide legal access moving forward.  Mr. Omlid reiterated that he will continue to look for an easement agreement that would legally grant access, and will take whatever legal action is necessary to continue use of the existing road.
	
	Engineer Knutson reminded everyone that the attorney based his determinations on the documentation provided.  If there are other documents that will provide further clarity, it is the developer’s responsibility to compile that information.

	Council member Majkrzak asked if there is a separate entity wishing to build, does the city need to be concerned about the maintenance of the road?  Stacy Schumacher said she thinks the maintenance would be run similar to a home owner association.  Engineer Knutson clarified that that is the exact reason the city must require an access agreement.  The agreement will specify who is going to maintain the road, and to what standard.  The intention long term is that the defined access would eventually become City right of way.  In the meantime, the affected landowners would all have to agree on the specifics.  As it stands, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Block and the Schumacher’s are the only ones that have the right to access the road.  Blocks also have the “right” to maintain the road through the other properties to the south. There is no “requirement” to maintain the road.  The city cannot approve any plans or issue any permits for development without documentation providing for legal access and utility easements to those properties and establishing standards and responsibility for maintenance.

	In an effort to keep the process moving forward, Mr. Lowry asked if the documents that have been submitted to date be approved as the preliminary submission.  Engineer Knutson asked that if the documents remained unchanged, were conditionally approved subject to City Engineer and City Attorney’s comments, would Lowry be able to execute everything within 30 days, acknowledging that neither the timeline for review by the City Engineer and City Attorney nor the scope of their comments have not yet been established?  She cautioned that if not, they would need to start the entire process over.  Mr. Lowry indicated that should not be an issue.

	Council member Majkrzak commented that she had an issue with the precedent that was set with the approval of a previous build in that area.  Mayor Sporbert replied that since that time, more questions have been asked, and the city needs to make sure it moves ahead very cautiously.  Engineer Knutson clarified that the previous parcel had platted public access and utility access.  The current area in question does not.

	Council member Fretheim motioned to conditionally approve the preliminary plat, subject to all of the City Engineer and City Attorney’s conditions to be determined upon review of  the documents received earlier today and review of the reciprocal agreement not yet received.  Council member Hughes seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.  Engineer Knutson explained that the city will not know what those “conditions” are until the additional documents are submitted and the City Attorney has had a chance to review and respond.  The City Engineer and City Attorney’s conditions will be provided upon receipt by the city and subsequent review (review timeframe to be established upon receipt).

	Council member Larimer motioned to adjourn.  Council member Fretheim seconded the motion.  All said aye.  The motion carried.


________________________________			______________________________
Auditor – Barb Robinson					Mayor – Desi Sporbert
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